Ancient Civilizations:  History Final Study Guide


Directions:
1. Answer EACH question in a complete sentence (answer in notebook).

2. Draw and color a picture for EVERY question (in notebook).

Investigating the Past
1. What is the role of an archeologist? A historian?  A geographer? How do these social scientists work together to learn about the past?
2. In what ways have caves provided important clues about the past? 
Early Hominids
1. How was Lucy similar to modern humans?  In what ways was Lucy different?
2. What significant advancements did Handy Man and Upright Man make? (6.1.1)
From Hunters and Gatherers to Farmers
1. How did people obtain food during the Paleolithic Age?  What problems resulted from this method?
2. What significant change in the climate happened between the Paleolithic and Neolithic Age?  In what ways did that change affect human life? (6.1.3)
3. Even though it did not happen all at once, what change signified the beginning of the Neolithic Age? (6.1.3, 6.2.2)
4. What significant changes came about as a result of agriculture? (6.1.3, 6.2.2)
The Rise of Sumerian City-States
1. Where was Mesopotamia located?  Briefly describe its main physical features. (6.1.2, 6.2.1)
2. What were five of the major Sumerian inventions? Explain the significance of each. (6.1.2, 6.1.3, 6.2.2)
3. What is cuneiform?  How did it develop? (6.2.9)
4. Who was Hammurabi?  What was the significance of his code of laws? (6.2.3, 6.2.4)
Geography and the Early Settlement of Egypt, Kush and Canaan

1. How did the environmental factors of water, mountains, and desert affect where people choose to settle in ancient times? (6.2.1)
2. Why was the Nile River valley a favorable place to settle?  In what ways did environmental factors influence daily life in the Nile River valley? (6.2.1)
The Ancient Egyptian Pharaohs
1. Who was Hatshepsut?  How did she strengthen her position and her kingdom? (6.2.6, 6.2.7)
2. Who was Ramses II?  What were his most impressive achievements? (6.2.5, 6.2.7)
Daily Life in Ancient Egypt

1. How were government and religion intertwined in Egyptian society? (6.2.3)
2. Why did Egyptians preserve bodies through embalming?  What was involved in the burial process? (6.2)
The Kingdom of Kush

1. Where was Kush located?  Why was Kush an important trading center? (6.2.6, 6.2.8)
2. In what ways was Kush “Egyptianized” under Egypt’s control?  
3. Describe the Kush capital of Meroe. (6.2.8)
4. Describe a powerful Kandake. 
The Ancient Hebrews and the Origins of Judaism
1. Who are Abraham, Moses, David, and Solomon?  
2. Where did Abram (Abraham) and his relatives settle?  From where had they come and why did they leave? (6.3.4)

3. Describe the movement of the Hebrew peoples to and from Egypt.  Why is the Exodus from Egypt considered to be a significant event for Jewish and other people? (6.3.4)
Timeline

· Migration of Abraham and his relatives to Canaan

· Enslavement of Abraham’s descendents in Egypt

· David’s defeat of the Philistines and founding of Israel

The Struggle to Preserve Judaism

1. What are the central beliefs and teachings of Judaism? (6.3.2)

2. What was the Jewish Diaspora?  Which foreign powers dominated the Jews during the Diaspora?

3. What happened in 70 CE?  What consequences did the Romans impose on the Jews as a result of their conflict with Rome? (6.7.5)

4. Who Yochanan ben Zakkai?  What role did he play in preserving Judaism during the Jewish Diaspora? (6.3.3)
Unlocking the Secrets of Mohenjodaro

1. On what major river system was the city of Mohenjodaro located?  How was the city designed? (6.5.1)

2. What happened to the city of Mohenjodaro? (6.5)

3. Does evidence of the sewer system for homes illustrate the existence of social classes in Mohenjodaro?  Explain your response. (6.5)
Learning About Hindu Beliefs
1. Who founded the religion of Hinduism?  Explain your answer. (6.5.2)
2. Who were the Aryans?  What contributions did they make to ancient India? (6.5.2)

3. What were the main beliefs and practices of Brahmanism?  How are those beliefs and practices reflected in modern-say Hinduism? (6.5.3)

4. How did Brahmanism organize ancient Indian society?  What did these classes come to be known as?  Be able to describe each one, in order from highest to lowest.  (6.5.3, 6.5.4)

5. How did the caste system affect daily life in ancient India? (6.5.4)

6. Describe each of these main Hindu beliefs: Brahman, multiple gods, dharma, karma. (6.5)

7. In what ways do Hindu beliefs influence daily life in ancient and modern India? (6.5)
Timeline

· Aryan invasion of India

· Hindu temples built

· Vedas composed

· Written Sanskrit developed
The Story of Buddhism

1. Who was Siddhartha?  Describe his birth and his early life. (6.5.5)

2. What did Siddhartha discover outside of the royal palaces?  How did these discoveries change Siddhartha forever? (6.5.5)

3. Explain Siddhartha’s path to Enlightenment.  What happened when he reached his Enlightenment? (6.5.5)

4. What were the Buddha’s main teachings?  Be sure to address the “middle way,” the Four Noble Truths, and the Eightfold Path. (6.5.5)

5. To what regions of the world did Buddhism spread by 600 CE? (6.5.5)
Buddhism and the First Unification of India

1. Who was Chandragupta Maurya?  How did his leadership contribute to the growth of the Mauryan Empire? (6.5.6)

2. Who was Ashoka?  What happened to the Mauryan Empire under his leadership? (6.5.6)

3. What caused Ashoka to embrace Buddhism?  How did his actions reflect his new beliefs?  In what ways did he contribute to the spread of Buddhism through India? (6.5.5, 6.5.6)
4. What purpose did Ashoka’s edicts serve?  What main goals did these edicts promote?  What effects did these edicts have on the Mauryan Empire? (6.5.6)
The Achievements of the Gupta Empire
1. How was the Gupta Empire similar to the Mauryan Empire?  In what ways was it different?  How did the Gupta’s ruling strategy contribute to a golden age? (6.5)

2. What advancements were made in the fields of education and literature during the Gupta Empire? (6.5.7)

3. Describe the painting, sculpture, and metalwork achievements of the Guptas. (6.5.7)

4. Who was Aryabhata?  What contributions did this mathematician make? (6.5.7)

5. What improvements did the Guptas make to India’s roadways?  What impact did these improvements have on the empire? (6.5.7)
Geography and the Early Settlement of China
1. Describe the physical features, climate, and vegetation of each of China’s five geographic regions: Tibetan Plateau, northwestern deserts, Northeastern Plain, North China Plain, and Chang Jiang Basins. (6.6.2)

2. Where did people first settle in China?  Why was this location a good place to settle? (6.6.1)

3. In what ways did its geography keep China isolated from other parts of the ancient world?  How did this isolation impact China’s history? (6.6.2)

4. How did differences in the geography of Outer and Inner China create different ways of life?  In what ways was daily life in Outer China different from daily life in Inner China?
The Shang Dynasty
1. What did archeologists discover at Anyang?  Why was this discovery significant? (6.6.1)

2. What religious beliefs and practices did the Shang tombs reveal? (6.6.1)
Timeline

· Beginning of Shang dynasty

· Discovery of Shang oracle bones

· Excavation of the ruins at Anyang

· Defeat of Shang by Zhou armies
Three Chinese Philosophies

1. Why did the “Hundred Schools of Thought” develop during the Zhou dynasty?  What were three major philosophies that emerged during this period? (6.6.4)

2. What were the main teachings of Confucius?  How did his teachings influence Chinese government and culture? (6.6.3, 6.6.4)

3. According to tradition, who founded Daoism?  What were the main teachings and significant influences of this philosophy? (6.6.3)

4. According to the Legalists, what is the nature of people?  In what ways did Legalism influence Chinese government? (6.6)
The First Emperor of China

1. Who was the Emperor of Qin?  How did he come to power? (6.6.5)

2. What aspects of Chinese culture did the Emperor of Qin standardize?  How did this standardization help unify China under the Emperor of Qin’s rule? (6.6.5)

3. How did the Emperor of Qin try to protect his empire from invaders?  What were the benefits of this project?  What were the costs of this project? (6.6.5)

4. What brought about the conflict between the Emperor of Qin and Confucian scholars?  How was this conflict resolved? (6.6.5)

5. How did the Emperor of Qin die?  How was he buried?  What happened to the Qin dynasty after his death?
The Han Dynasty

1. To what extent did the Han emperors expand the empire?  
2. What improvements did the Han make in government?  What role did Confucianism play in their policies? 
The Silk Road

1. What was the silk road?

2. Why was silk so valuable? (6.6.7)

3. How was culture exchanged along the Silk Road?  Give some specific examples. (6.6.7)

4. How was Buddhism introduced into China? (6.6.8)
Geography and the Settlement of Greece

1. Why were settlements isolated from one another in ancient Greece? (6.4.1)

2. How did the ancient Greeks adapt their farming techniques to their environment? (6.4.1)

3. Why did the Greeks establish colonies?  What impact did these colonies have? (6.4.1)

4. Why did many Greek settlements rely on trade?  Describe the role of the Greeks in Mediterranean trade. (6.4.1)

The Rise of Democracy
1. Explain the evolution of power in ancient Greece from a monarchy to an oligarchy to a tyranny to a democracy. (6.4.2)

2. What is the difference between a direct democracy and a representative democracy? (6.4.3)

3. How did the direct democracy work in ancient Greece? (6.4.3)
Timeline

· Monarchy is most Greek city-states

· Oligarchy in most Greek city-states

· Tyranny in many Greek city-states

· Introduction of democracy to Greece
Life in Two City-States: Athens and Sparta

1. How did geography affect the development of Athens as a city-state?  How did geography affect the development of Sparta as a city-state?  What was the relationship between the two city-states for most of their histories? (6.4.1)

2. Describe Athenian government.  In what ways was Sparta’s government different? (6.4.6)

3. How did the economies of Athens and Sparta differ from one another?  Be sure to comment on the role of trade. (6.4.1, 6.4.6)

4. Was daily life similar in Athens and Sparta?  Describe the education and role of women in each city-state. (6.4.6)

5. What role did slavery play in Athens?  How did this compare and contrast to the role of slavery in Sparta? (6.4.6)

Fighting the Persian Wars
1. Who were the Persians?  How did they build their empire?  At its height, what regions did the Persian Empire control? (6.4.5)

2. How was the Persian Empire organized? (6.4.5)

3. Why did Athens and Sparta join forces to fight the Persians? (6.4.6)

4. What tactics did the Greeks use to defeat the Persians in the Battle of Salamis? (6.4.6)

5. What was the significance of the Battle of Plataea? (6.4.6)
Timeline

· Ionian Revolt

· Defeat of Ionians by Persian army

· Xerxes’ march across the Hellespont

· Battle of Plataea
The Golden Age of Athens

1. How did religion influence architecture and daily life? (6.4.4)

2. What were the major characteristics of Greek sculpture during this period? (6.4.8)

3. What did Pericles believe to be the responsibilities of a citizen in a democracy?  How did Pericles convey this message to Athenians? (6.4.2)
Alexander the Great and His Empire

1. What happened during the Peloponnesian War?  What role did Athens and Sparta play?  How did this conflict encourage the expansion of Macedonia under Philip? (6.4.6)

Timeline

· Peloponnesian War

· King Philip’s conquest of mainland Greece

· Murder of Philip and rise of Alexander to king

· Alexander’s invasion of Asian Minor

· Death of Alexander

The Legacy of Ancient Greece

1. In what ways do ancient Greek writings, such as Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey and Aesop’s Fables continue to influence our literature and language today? (6.4.4)
Geography and the Early Development of Rome

1. Where is Rome located?  According to Roman legend, how was the city founded?  

2. In what ways did the Greeks influence Roman society?  Explain.

The Rise of the Roman Republic

1. Why did the patricians come to resent Etruscan rule?  What did the patricians do, and what happened as a result of their actions? (6.7)

2. Describe the structure of the republic created by the patricians after they drove out the last Etruscan king. (6.7.2)

3. Why were the plebeians dissatisfied with the Roman republic?  What did the plebeians do, and what happened as a result of their actions? (6.7)

4. Describe changes made to the structure of the republic after the plebeians’ revolt. (6.7.2)

5. Why was it important to the plebeians to have laws written down? (6.7.2)

6. In what ways do the ideas and organization of the Roman republic influence American government today? (6.7.2)
Timeline

· Etruscan rule of Rome

· Overthrow of Etruscans by patricians

· Revolt of plebeians against patrician rule

· The Twelve Tables

· Victory of plebeians in fight for equality
From Republic to Empire
1. How did Rome gain control of the entire Italian peninsula? (6.7.1, 6.7.3)

2. What happened during the Punic Wars?  What were the costs and benefits of these wars? (6.7.3)

3. When and how did the Roman republic come to an end?  Why did many Romans welcome this change?  
4. When and how did Augustus become Rome’s first emperor?  In what ways did Augustus’s rule contribute to the period known as the Pax Romana? (6.7.3, 6.7.4)
5. What role did slavery play in Rome? (6.7)
Timeline

· Roman conquest of Italian peninsula

· Hannibal’s defense of Carthage

· Death of Caesar

· Octavian’s defeat of Antony and Cleopatra

· Death of Augustus
The Legacy of Rome in the Modern World

1. In what ways did the Romans influence modern art, architecture, and engineering? (6.7.8)

2. What lasting contributions did the Romans make in the areas of philosophy and law? (6.7.8)

